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> UNIT 2 – AN INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL WORK> UNIT 2 – AN INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL WORK 

2.1 LEBENSGESCHICHTEN [Ausschnitt aus der Übung] 

Setzen Sie die folgenden Segmente so zusammen, dass die englischen Übersetzungen für die 
genannten deutschen Begriffe aus dem Bereich der Sozialen Arbeit entstehen: 

 

 

 

 

 

Deutsch Segment 1 Segment 2  
Gesundheitswesen (Disziplin)   
Soziale Gerechtigkeit   
politische Belange   
interdisziplinäre Forschung   
Minderheit   
Soziale Arbeit in der Praxis   
Verhaltensforschung   
Bachelorstudiengang   
Fragen der Vielfalt / Diversity-Themen   
Ungleichheiten im Gesundheitswesen   
 

2.3 TEXTARBEIT – DIE GESCHICHTE DER SOZIALEN ARBEIT 

Der folgende Text beschreibt in Kürze die Entstehung eines Berufsbildes. Schreiben Sie zunächst im 
ersten Abschnitt die Synonyme der fettgedruckten Begriffe in den Text. Die entsprechenden 
Synonyme finden Sie hier: 

The History of the Social Work Profession 

If you are interested in pursuing a career that enables you to enhance human capacity to solve 
complex social problems and create a more socially just society, it is essential that you are aware of 
the history of social work in order to fully understand the profession’s missions. Today’s benefits 
only came about because early social workers dedicated their career to taking action against 
injustices and fought for equality regardless of gender, faith, race, or sexual orientation. 
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Lesen Sie nun die Informationen zur Entwicklung der Sozialen Arbeit als Berufsbild. Unbekannte 
Wörter suchen Sie bitte aus der Wörterliste und tragen sie bitte direkt in den Text ein. 
Beantworten Sie dann die folgenden Fragen: 

1. Describe the historical setting which basically led to the creation of “social work”. 
2. What were the first activities? 
3. How was the profession institutionalized? 
4. Which “event” promoted the development of the profession? 
5. What can you say about present trends? 

Early Beginnings of Social Work  

As a profession, social work officially originated in the 19th century as a movement in the United 
States and United Kingdom. Those in poverty were seen as a direct threat to the social order, so the 
government formed the Poor Law and created an organized system to provide care to them. The 
great migrations to urban areas during the Industrial Revolution world led to increased social 
problems and in turn social activism. During this time, rescue societies were initiated to provide 
support to resolve the problems of poverty, disease, prostitution, mental illness, and other 
afflictions.  
In the late 1800s, a new system emerged as a method for providing aid for social ills. As one of the 
most influential early professionals in social work, Jane Addams established settlement houses in 
poor urban areas for volunteer middle-class social workers to alleviate the poverty of their low-
income neighbors. Focused on the causes of poverty through research, reform, and residence, early 
social workers in the movement provided the poor with educational, legal, and health services. By 
1913, there were 413 settlements spread across 32 states in the nation to improve the lives of the 
poor. 

Modern Social Work History in America  

In the early 20th century many schools of social work were established. In order to professionalize 
social work, the American Association of Hospital Social Workers was established in 1918 to boost 
formal education opportunities in social work and to concentrate on casework as well as scientific 
methods.  
Despite facing competition with the rising popularity of psychiatry and psychology, there were ten 
university programs in social work by 1929 to add a more scientific basis to dealing with patients and 
challenging behaviors from mental dysfunction. As World War II came to a close, social work saw 
another great rise in the number of social workers to serve the needs of military veterans returning 
home from battle. By 1955, the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) was formed to 
promote professional development, advance social policies, enhance educational opportunities in 
the field, and maintain professional standards of practice. Today, social workers continue to lead the 
way towards social justice by developing private and charitable organizations to serve individuals and 
communities in need. Now as one of the most diverse healthcare fields, opportunities in social work 
continue to grow much faster than the average for all other occupations.  
 
Source:  http://www.socialworkdegreeguide.com/faq/what-is-the-history-of-the-social-work-
profession/ (01.10.16) 


